
The 2006 FormulaCar Magazine
Formula First Challenge Cup

’06 Season in Review

In its second season, the FormulaCar Magazine Formu la First series was a
fantastic display of competition and camaraderie. T his season, the series
traveled in 3 SCCA divisions to 5 of the most histo ric tracks in North
America for a 9 race series and a championship that  would be up for grabs
until the last corner of the last race.  We will re view each of the events, the
Saturday night parties and include developments tha t happened during the
season. A quick preview of the ’07 season will conc lude the review as we
get ready for next year.



2006 FormulaCar Magazine Formula First Challenge Cu p

(Grattan ’06 – The season starts out with a tough b attle and plenty of heat)

Round 1  - May 27 Grattan (Western Michigan Region)
Winner – Doug Seim, RGU BRD

Round 2  - May 28 Grattan (Western Michigan Region)
Winner – Bill Bonow, Apex Lawn Service Evolution Mk  1

For the opening two rounds at Grattan, FST competit ors were all ready to
get the season underway in very competitive fashion . Although the entry
list was shorter than expected, the attendees were in top shape. Saturday’s
race was won by Doug Seim and his RGU BRD while Sun day’s race by Bill
Bonow in the Apex Lawn Service Evolution Mk 1. It b ecame obvious that
the new double points for traveling out of division  would make for an
interesting series.



(Doug Dale shows his dominance at Blackhawk Farms)

Round 3  - July 8 Blackhawk Farms (Blackhawk Valley Region)
Winner – Doug Dale, Apex Lawn Service Evolution Mk 1

Round 4  - July 9 Blackhawk Farms (Blackhawk Valley Region)
Winner – Doug Dale, Apex Lawn Service Evolution Mk 1

The second weekend was all Evolution. Although Doug  Seim’s BRD and
Jared Smith’s Jacer challenged early, Doug Dale and  Bill Bonow dominated
with their Campbell Evolution’s. With four strong f inishes, Bonow now had
a commanding point lead



(Rob Howden through the infamous bus stop at Watkin s Glen)

Round 5  - July 22/23 Watkins Glen (Glen Region)
Winner – Greg Rice, SM-2

The next outing for the series was the historic Wat kins Glen GP circuit in
upstate New York. This was the first time the serie s had traveled this far
and was well worth the long tow. A record number of  First entries gave the
biggest grid to date. On Saturday, the rain was hea vy and continuous
which made for tricky qualifying. Sunday’s weather was much better for
battle.  Greg Rice in his SM-2 came out on top to s tart his quest for the cup.



Round 6  - August 26 Road America (Chicago Region)
Winner – Greg Rice, SM-2

Round 7  - August 27 Road America (Chicago Region)
Winner – Mark Kelly, SR Racing Evolution Mk1

Road America was the next stop on the FCM tour. Gre g Rice was on a roll
with a win on Saturday and was leading on Sunday wh en a broken valve
spring ended his chance for a weekend sweep. Mark K elly was right there
to pick up the Sunday win in a new Evolution Mk 1

(Mark Kelly rolls across the scales after his Road America victory)



Round 8  - September 23 Nelsons Ledges (NeOhio Region)
Winner – Bill Bonow, Apex Lawn Service Evolution Mk  1

Round 9  - September 24 Nelsons Ledges (NeOhio Region)
Winner – Jared Smith, Pilot Jacer

The series final weekend still had three possible d rivers in a point chase for
the FCM cup. Greg Rice, Bill Bonow and Matt Gordon came into this
weekend with a mathematical shot at the title. A ti ght four car battle on
Saturday wound up with a win for Bill Bonow. On Sun day, Jared smith
fought his way to the front and had a great race lo ng battle to give him his
first FCM series win. In the end, Greg Rice beat Bi ll Bonow and Matt
Gordon in the points to become the FCM Formula Firs t Challenge Cup
Champion for 2006.

(Bill Bonow sets a new track record at Nelson Ledge s)



’06 FCM Formula First Series Champion

Greg Rice ’05 SM – 2 Glen Region

 
(Greg Rice pre-race on the false grid)

’06 FCM Series Sponsors

FormulaCar Magazine Rob Howden Series Title Sponsor
Hoosier Racing Tire Bruce Foss Series Official Tires
FormulaFirstRacing.com Joe Chirco Event Party Sponsor
RaceCarSupply.com Jim Schings Contingency Sponsor
SR Racing Jim Schings Contingency Sponsor

’06 FCM Series Statistics

16 Drivers 67 Race Entries 5 Race Weekends

’07 FCM Formula First Series Preview



’07 will bring another season of growth in Formula First car counts and
race entries. Many new and conversion FST car are b eing completed over
the winter. New manufactures joining the ranks will  be Ed Womer with the
EF-1, from England will come the GAC 03, and Crusad er with their Formula
First.

Next season the series will continue to grown at a rapid pace with 20
Formula First cars currently racing in SCCA and ove r 35 more cars under
construction. ’07 looks to be the strongest season to date.

(Group photo at Watkins Glen)


